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Emily	Dickenson
Daguerreotype	taken	at	Mount	Holyoke,	December	1846	or	early	1847.

	The	original	is	held	by	Amherst	College	Archives	and	Special	Collections.
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Performance	Notes

Tempo,	dynamics,	and	piano	pedal	marking	are	reccomendations.	
As	always,	values	used	for	performance	are	left	to	the	discretion	of	the	musicians.

The	written	pitch	range	is	C4	to	A5	and	would	allow	these	to	be	sung	by	Mezzo-soprano.

The	Double	Bass	part	is	optional	for	most	of	the	songs.	It	can	also	be	performed	with	an	
electric	bass	guitar,	or	keyboard.

List	of	Songs

1.	This	Is	My	Letter	To	The	World
2.	Tell	All	The	Truth
3.	Hope	Is	The	Thing	With	Feathers
4.	Faith	Is	A	Fine	Invention
5.	I	Taste	A	Liquor	Never	Brewed
6.	I'm	Nobody!
7.	Unreturning
8.	I	Dwell	In	Possibility
9.	I	Shall	Not	Live	In	Vain
10.	Dawn	(When	Night	Is	Almost	Done)
11.	Success	Is	Counted	Sweetest
12.	Our	Share	Of	Night	To	Bear
13.	The	Heart	Seeks	Pleasure	First
14.	Wild	Nights
15.	Much	Madness	Is	Divinest	Sense
16.	Fame	Is	A	Bee
17.	If	Ever	The	Lid	Gets	Off	My	Head
18.	She	Sweeps	With	Many-colored	Brooms
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This	Is	My	Letter	To	The	World
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Tell	All	The	Truth
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Hope	Is	The	Thing	With	Feathers

7

13

Voice

Piano

Bass





 

 





 

  









 

 





 











   



 











 





































 


































  






 

  

  











 





























 









 

   







   





 















 







 





 

 

 

















   









  







 















 













  



 











 













 



    








 

  













 





 



  



 





 



   

  

  



  

 

 

 

   



  





  





 





 

 



  

















 







 

 





























 





 







 
































































   













the lit birdtleathesore

is

tunewith

the

thethe out words

est

the

in

and ne ver

is And

And

heard; couldmust

soul,

galesweet

And

Hope

all.

thing

inthees stopsperch atsings

storm

that

with

that

thers

be

fea

bash

	=	80

 









 











 

 













 



















































 

10








19

29

24 





 



 



   


















 























  











 



 



  









 





  

  

 




























 















  

















 













 



  

 



   







 







 

















 

















 

  



 

   













  





 







  





    





 





 









 



 





 

 



 















 



  







 







 











































































 

















of

ny

sea,

gest

in it asked

inI'veso strantheonanditkept

crumbtrem a

that landlestchilthe

Yet, er,

me.

ex

heard

nev i ty,

warm.ma













()














    



 





 



















 



 













11








Faith	Is	A	Fine	Invention

9

5

Voice

Piano

Bass




















 



 



  







 



 









 









   



















 



   



   

 

  

 







 








  



 

 



 











 

  





 







 







 





  













 



 















 

 

 







  







  



 











 

 























 









 

 

  







 

















 







   







  





 













 

 







 



   







 



















   



 



 









     







  



    



 









 



















 





 

























    


















































































 



micButmen

Faith

a fineis Fortion

Faith

rotle whoGen

venin

see;

	=	120



 







12








13

17



 





  


 





  



 

 

  

   
   



 





 



 











 



 



 



 





 





 

 

 



 









 







 









 







  



 

 





 



      





























 



 





  

  











 







       

       



 



 

     

 

  






























 
 


  







cy!epru in merscopes andentare gen





13






I	Taste	A	Liquor	Never	Brewed

4

7

Voice

Piano

Bass











  











  





 













 









 







  















 





 





 





 



 



















  



  

 

 



 

 

   

























 



  

 





















  



  













  





 

  



 







 

  



















 























   













 













 



    





   



 

  

 



 

 

 

  



 





 





  



      

 

 

 

     

     

   





 



 

 

 



  





 



     

 

 



 

  

  





























 





  



 





















   











 





























 















 

 





  

 

a

an

quorliI

suchYield

nev

upall

brewed, tanker scoopedards in

Rhinevats althe theon coNot

pearl;from

taste

	=	96

()

 



 

 



  





14








16

13

10









 







 

 



  









 



 

 



  









  



















 







 



 



 





  

 







  

  



  



 

 

  



 

  

  



  







                       





 

























   

 



 











 















                   

  















  



    













 

   





 



























 



 













 





 







 

















 







 













 





 















 

































 

 







 

  



  

      

   































 



  



 

inns

bri

sumbauchde

And

days,

mol

am

Reeee merthrough

ate

ling, less

hol!

ten

e

dew,

air

from

of

of

end

I

blue.

In of













 









15








19

25

22









 





 

















 








 







 



 
















  

      



       

  

    









 



    



 

 





  

  

 



 

 



  

 



  

   

 

 



 



   



 

  



  

   











  





 





 

























































 

 

 









   





















 













  



  

   















  



























 







   





 







  











     

 



 



 



























































 









redoor,

out

ter flies

enthe

theirfoxof drams,nounceglove's

drunk

but

beelandWhen

When

lords turn

Ithe







()

()





()





16








31

34

28  





 















 











 





 





 













 









 

  

 















  






     



   











 

   

 



 

  



























 







   





  

   



   



 













 





   



  



 

  



    



 



     



       







 













          
















  



  



 



 

 

  







  













 







 



 







 



 





 











 

 



 









 



 







 





   



 





  



 

  

       



       









































swingaphs

li ler

ser

ing

the

a

sun!

saints

gainst

the Andhats,

To the

wy

see

their

wind

more!

run,to ows

but drink Til

lean

shall

tle

sno

tip

()

 







 



()



17








I'm	Nobody!

5

9

Voice

Piano

Bass























 














 



















  

 

  



 









 

 















 







 







  







 











 



















 

  





 







 












 









 







 

 



























 







 

 











 

 





 





































   

 













  





































































 






















 



 



 



 







 



  







 










  









 

 



  





 









 


























a

Noy!bod

I'm No

pair of verus!

No

Don't tisethey'd ad

I'm

y too? tell

are

y!bod

you?

bod

Are

there's

you

know!

Who

youThen

	=	108



18







13

20

17

 















 





 

























 



   



  





 

 









 

  



 

 













    

 



 

   







  

   

  







  



 















 

 

 



 







 

 







 





 



 









 





 
  



   

    

 



  

















 









 

 





   



  

   







 





  









 



 







 









 



 





  







 

















 

 

  
























































 











 



































 



   
  

















to

you?

dreHow

are

ary

Who






















19








24

27

30  



 











 





 











 
   

 







 

  







 



 







  





   

 



 



     



 



 



  





 

 

























 

  





 

















 

 













  





   



 



















 











      





















        



 























 

















 



 









  

















 

















 

 







 

 











 



  



























































 







 



 




















To

How

one's live long

licpub like

frog, the

y!

name

be

a

bod

tell

Some

June















 

   

 







 



 

20








33    
                                

                        
          











   
 
 









miran ad ingTo Bog!

 



        

21





Unreturning

9

5

Voice

Piano

Bass

  




 

 



 








 

 

 

 


 











 

















 





























 





















 



















 



 



















 












  

 









 











  





 

 

   

  
















  

  





 





 









 







 





 







 



  

 







 

 



 





 

 





 







 





 







 



































 
















 

 

  

   



 









 





 





  

   

 




 



 















  







 





 

 















  











 

















































 















 



 



becklant oned way!

a

gal

such

'Twassuch a

such

bay!the

gal

lit

downdled

asea

tle,'Twas a

todThatboattlelit

itThatlant,

'Twas

	=	72

()

 











 











()









  



 



 



 





 



22








13

17



 




  
















 



  





 

  





  





 






  





 

 

 







  






  

 

  











 







 



    

  









 

   





 











 

 

 



 











  

















 





 







   



  



 

 







 



 












 

















    



  

























Nor erfrom

tle craft lost!

coast;dy, itlickedgree

was

Thatgree

sails

wave

state My

dy

ly

ev

litthe

the

guessed

()  



















  

  

 





23






I	Dwell	In	Possibilty

6

13

Voice

Piano

Bass







 

 











 







 





 



 

  



  



 



 















 



  

































 











  

 















 











































































 

 



















 







 

 









 



 

























 









 































 





 





 







 



 



 







 







 











 



  









 



 














 



 









 













 



 


















































 

 





















posI

More

bil A

Wind forperdows

si

prose.

thaner

Su

fair housety

ernum

iin

of

dwell

i orous

	=	72

























 

 













 





   

 



 









 



24








23

18

28 





 







 



  

 











 









 

















 





 













 



 



  











  

    

   









 







 

       





 



  









 







 

 





   



 





 









 









 



 







 







 

















  





 









 



 





 

 



 









 

 





  



 

























































na the

Oc cu

the

ble er

as

preg last

Sky pat

bers

ing

ion

doors

si

roof brels theof

ters the fair

of Eye

Im

Gaman

For

dars

vi estOf

Ev

CeCham

And

Of

for

 





 











 







 





 














  

 



25







38

43

33 

 







 

    















  









 









 

 







 























 















    



















 















   



 

















  













     



 



 





 





   



 



  











 















   









 



 

 



  















 




























  











Handsnar Tomy gaspread

dise.

rowing

aPar

The wideThis ther

(dim.)

dim.

dim.

(dim.)





















 

























26








I	Shall	Not	Live	In	Vain

4

8

Voice

Piano

Bass

 



 

 

 







 

   



   

       

       

   





 











 

      



  























   



 

 

 

 



 

   



 



 

   



 













 











  

 



 

 



 



 











 





 
 









  

 







 



   

    





   























































stopcan

vain;

shallking

live

I notIf breafromI one

in

heart

	=	92





















  

 

 

27








11

17

14  

 

 


   

 

 



  



  



   






















 





 









 



















 

























  



 

 

 



   





 

  

 

 

   

  



            

 

 

 

  



  

 



 



  

 









       



   





 



 











 









 





 

 







































 





 









  













 













































bin innotto shall

one

the

gain,

oneease ing,

Or

livehis

helpcool ingone

ach

nest

can

faint

I

I

ropain,

If

Un

life

Or

a





  



 

 



















28








21

 


                                

        






 




vain.

 

29





Dawn

9

5

Voice

Piano

Bass

 

 

  

  

 













    





 











  



 



 







   







 





 













 






 

  



















 





 





 





 

 



 





























 

 















 



   



 



















 







    































































































al

When mostWhen

rise

night

most

night is

done, And

al

sun

	=	72



 





 



 
30








13

17

21











 



 







 







 

 

 





 

  

 

   











 





  

 



  











 





  



 



 


   







 









 





      











 

 



   

 

  

        

  











 













  



 

 

 





   













 



  













 

































    

 

 

 









 

















 

 



 



 









 









  

     







 



 





   

 













   

























































And rea

grows

we

hair

can

derAnd won

touch

dim And

es,

spac

can

plesthe

thespac That

to hair we

we

It'stouch

dy,

That

tosmooth

get

near

the

es, timethe

so

smooth

the

()

 

























 



  











31








25

31

28

 









 




 

  







  



 



 
  















 



 





 







   







 

  





















 





 





  























 



    



  

    

 

















 







  



   

    















 



 











 

 





















 



























 









   







 


















































 






but

For

That

oldcare

an

ded

mid

hour.

could that

Fright

weder

night ened

fawon

 

()









 















 



 




 









32







Sucess	Is	Counted	Sweetest

8

15

Voice

Piano

Bass

 

 



 

 





   



 



 




   





   

























  

 



  







 











 







 

















 

 







  



    

 













 









 

 



   



 



 

 

 





  







 







 



 









 







 



  



 









 



 















 





 

 



 









 



















      

     







 







    



  



         

            



  



    





 




















 







  

   













 



  



  













  






































































 

 









 












 

 























 

 

  

 



  








 





 









com

Suc

ceed.

By

asuc

count

ne' er hendpre

whoed est.

To

cess thosesweetis

	=	70



 



 







 













 








 











 









  

 













 























 











  





 



 



























 



 



 











 







33








33

21

27

  


 



 










 













 


























 



 



  





    



 















  



 



  





 



 

 



  



 



 



 



 

 

 



  

   



 





  





 





 







 









 



 















 









 

  









 

  





 







 













 





 





 

 











 









 



















 





 





 







  





   

    

     

 











 



 

     





         



     



       





 





   
 

















 

 



   

 







 











 







 





 



 

 



 

















































 











 


 














tionnifiDethetellCanple

the

Host

allone

Who

Pur

took

est

the

esquir

Flag

Re sore

of

to

Not

day

need.tarnec







 



 



() 

  











 







 



  




















  



 







      

 

 







 









34








38

49

43


 























 





 











  



 



 























 















  







 

 

 



 

 





 

 



  

 

 









 









   



 

  









 

















 





 







 









    

 







   



 



 

 





















  



 

















 













  

   





     



     

        

  

    













 

 



 



     

 

  













 













        
 













 



 





 









 

















 









 





 































































 

   



  

  

  

  
 

 


 



 





 





ear

Vic he

de

Dy

edry

den

feat

As

AsDy

foron

to

ing

of declear

ed

dising.

he

So feat

tantbid Thewhose



































 



 





 



 



 



   









 













    







 













 


















 





35








55

60



 












 


   



  



   



 

















 









 



 





 









 



  





 





  

  







 


 

 









     

























   









 

 

 



 



 



 

 

  



  






































 
 

   

















and

clear.

aumphof tri Burststrains gon ized



  





 

 



 



 





   

  

















 

 



 











 





 













 

 











  



36






Our	Share	Of	Night	To	Bear

5

9

Voice

Piano

Bass










 



  






 

 

   



 




  

    













  





 



  

  



 











 

 

















 











  



















 





 



 



 







 









 



















   


































































  

 



morn

share

of ing.night

bliss

of

Our to

Ourto share

fill,

Our

bear

inblank

3

	=	90

pizz.

()



()

 



 

37








21

13

17 










 

 

 





 







  





  













    























 







 



 









 



 







 















 



  





  

 





 



    











  















 





  



  


 





 





























 



 

















 







  







 











  









 

 



 



   
































































scornin

morn

Our

of Night in

ing.

bliss

blank

of

blankOur

share ing.

in

Our

scorn

toto Our

fill

blankshare bearOur

ing.

3

3

3

() 

 

() 













38








29

25

33



 



 





 








 



 











     

 





 



  









 

 

 



 

 






    

   

  















 



















 

 













    















 







   


 











 



















 

 





 















 



 







 







 









 

















     

   





 



 







 







 

  







  





 





   



  
















































 













somestar, star,athere

ter

and their

A

Here

a mist,

a

a

lose

mist,

there

Here

wards

way. and













 





 











 



 

39








37

  


  

        
      
     











 



 

Day.

 

40





The	Heart	Asks	Pleasure	First

11

6

Voice

Piano

Bass




   



 


















 










  

 







  















 

 













  



      

  















 













  



 







    

  



  

 

 















 












 

  







  

 



 



 



 











 

 



 















 

   

 

 





 



 















 



 













   









  

 




























 



 

 



 













 






























 

sure

li

And

The

then,

from

plea

pain;

heart

cuse

then, o

ex

those

first,

antleAnd

asks

	=	72
































































41








20

25

16 

 



 

 

















  













 






 



























 

 



 

 





























 

 

   

  

  

             

      













 









   



 







 















  



 













 







   

















  















 



 







 

 













    









 









  

  





  











  



 



 















  

  


























 





















 































go

endead

then,to Andsleep;

ing.

then,

that

And

dynes

to

fersuf

 



















 

 













 

 

42








30

35

   





















 

 


  



 



       


  





 



  



  

   

 











 

  



 







 

  
   











   















 



 









  



 









  



  















 



 

  










berof itquisin

ty

liits

die.

be theitshould torif Thewill

to












   

43






Wild	Nights

6

10

Voice

Piano

Bass

              









 







 







 













































  



  



 







 






 









 

   

 



 





 





        





















 



 





 







 











  



 







   







    





 









 

 

 



























 



 

 



 













 

 



  







 



















   



  



  



  



   





 









  




































  



 





 









   





 

  







 





 



 







 



 

 















 





 



























theewithWild

Wild

Nights

nights

WildNights! ourWere

nights

Wild

Woild

ry!

Nights

luxI should ube

	=	92

cresc.

cresc.












44








16

19

13 





 





 

 



  







 



  

 

  



 



  



 



 











 











 







 







  















 



 



 

 



















 

 

 





 

 



 













  









  



 





  

   









   





 



 















 



 



 



























  



    

 





  







   









 







  

 





 

  







  









  

 



  





 



 





 













 



  











 





 































 





  
 















  





 





 








tile

port

the

urluxournights

heart

winds

Wild beshouldwildthee

in

nights

Fu

I with nights

to

Wild

y.

a the

were

withDone


  



45








22

25

28










 

 

  



 















  











 

 

  


 



















 

 







  

  

 









 

  



 





  



  

      

 





   





 

   



  



 

















 









      





 





 





 

 

 



 

   









  

  

















 



  















  

    





 




















 

      

 











































 














  






 

 


 







 

    
























ing in

the

E

Chart!

den

withpass,

the

com

sea

Done

Row Ah

 



46







32

35





  
   



 









   



 

 





  

  



  

  





 



   





 



  

   







   

 







 



 

 

 

  



   

 



 





     

            

 







      



    



 

























to night in

thee!

butIMight moor

47






Much	Madness	Is	Divinest	Sense
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Fame	Is	A	Bee
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